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Natalye Appel +

Associates Architects

ARCHITECT, TEACHER, AND CRITIC ENJOYS AN ARRAY OF PROJECTS
WHILE RETAINING THE CHARACTER OF A SMALL FIRM

by Julie Edwards

As a small, collabarative F""'m'“l"i’r Hewuston,
Texas-based Natalye Appel + Associates Architects
INA+TAA) works with projects ranging [rom
civie, institutional, commercial, and art-related
facilities to a large and varied body of residential
architecture. Since its inception in 1987, the firm
has achieved Sig'l'llill.'dlﬂ nmational and international
recognition for its work due, in large part, to its
commitment ta a client-focused process and site-
specific design excellence,

“Olur firm is devoted to 41111'gn that lifts the human
spirit by its simplicity,” says Natalye Appel, FAIA,
principal with the firm, “Imaginative manipula-
tion of fundamental architectural elements reveals

inherent qualities of materials, elevating forms and
spaces L a position af accessible grace, Careful
attention 1o contexl |m.'|.|.|l;i|n.g natural, Fh:“'"
cal, anad social LIVES 0UF projects an appropriate

sense of place.”

Appel began her architectural journey more than
20 years ago, and she brings a wide diversity of
experience 1o her practice, Since establishing
NA+AA in 1987, she has produced more than
100 projects, and her work has been recognieed
through both national and international publica.
tions, national exhibitions, and numerous avards,
including a 2010 Good Brick Award from the
Greater Houston Preservation Alliance, “WA+AA

has produced a significant body of work, but our

primary goal has always been to produce quality
winrk ['I.h.lt is] custom de sig:m':! for cach individual

client and site,” .-’Ll:lpl‘l Sy,

A gT.ldu.ﬂ.l.'. of Rice llniwr.-cit_'.-'a School of Archi-
teecture tn Houston, and the Unit‘crxil:\.‘ of F‘cnn::rl-
vania Graduate School of Fine Arts in Philadelphia,
."I.i‘.lprl. has t‘l.!lmplrlﬂt'l'lil:'l.l her !:rn::ll'g:hhil:sl'ul Carcer
with a commitment ta u|ug‘u.‘||'|::|r|_ :u,'ﬂ'ing as both
a teacher and critic at universities across Texas, In
2000, in recognition of her accomplishments in
!ill." Flﬂl‘ji'\'ﬁli'lll |'|II|.t |1:'r service to ‘h" |.'1F|'|'|'|'|'|“|'|||}I,
Appel was elevated to the College of Fellows of
the American Institute of Architects, a prestigious
honor gh‘rll to the Liapy ||I|||v:wil::|ha]-\. in the field

“A huge influence on my career direction was my
education in the Schools of Architecture at Rice
Umniversity amd the University of Pennsylvania,
where | worked with some of the best practicing
architects who were also academics.” Appel says,
“These EXPETICACES led e into academics after
graduation, where | was able to explore all types
of projects with my colleagues and students while

|H'gfnnittg a small practice af my awn.”

Appel says her first important commission was a

I:N.'JL'h. IHHJ."." I.Ur 'Lﬂ‘ |HIL'II|.'|-., i.!:llll!ll.l.'h‘il I:ELI r|r||,: hl:'r
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“Our firm is devoted to design that lifts the human
spirit by its simplicity. Careful attention to context —
including natural, physical, and social — gives our
projects an appropriate sense of place.”

NATALYE APPEL, FAIA, PRINCIPAL

Jain Residence
Southside Place, TX

This &,500-square-foot residence for an ex-
tended family brings tegether modern and tra-
ditional Indian styles. The home wraps around
and under the canopy of a mature, live pak tree
in the rear, while maintaining a street edge and
frantality cammon to the neighborhood. Interior
spaces and circulation are designed to provide
a direct conncection with nature, in accordance
with the Jain religion’s traditions, and materials
are modern takes on Indian residential con-
struction. Planes with punched openings alter-
nate with column-and-lintel framing, providing
contrasting views of the outside world,

first full-time teaching position at the University
of Texas at Austin in the late 19805, She also notes
that this project was one that influcnced many of
her future projects, "My parents’ beach house in
Galveston, and also our latest mmp]om:l house,
the Sherman Ranch in Colorado County, Texas,
are two projects that stand out,” she says. “One is
tiny, and built on sand, but has withstood a few
hurricancs and served as headquarters for family
gatherings for multiple generations. The other is
comprised of several structures, and meanders
across acres of gunl:h.' nl“:ﬂg lamd covered with
trees and packed with wildlife.”

A]Jlml nates that tli,'nj!!lt' their scale difference,
these two projects are linked for her due o their

elose relationship with nature and the use of ver-

DESICNERS

nacular forms in modern compositions, “The first
inspired the last and, hopetully, all of our work, as
we strive to connect people with their environ-

ment ¥ ‘|Ii|.' Vs

Besides specializing in residential architecture,
NA+AA also has worked on art and photography
spaces, rl,~|igiu|:|x aned educational architecture, and
even public art. *[ belicve the variety of projects
we've encountered sets us apart from those who
unl:r 1|{'-j'ig:|1 rg‘xuh:nu'x, as each project 1.}';!& influ-

ences the others,” Appel notes.

MNA+AA E:Ir||11.:|TII}' works in Houwston and the
surrounding area, but Appel says she will o any-
where a project necds. “We have done everything
from a federal -style townhouse renovation in
"l."l.".u.h:iugl.em, D, 1o a master rJI-HI for a live-work
home and photo studic in the Maliba Hills of
California,” she says. “We love to collaborate with
fricnds across the United States, to make things
happen remotely. Clur commitment is simply

to make the best homes that fit our clicnts, no
matter what the cost, It can sometimes be chal-
lenging to focus on the most appropriate choices,
but we believe we do an excellent job because we
strive to work with eur clients on the right focus

at all stages of the project.”

Because NA+AA is a smaller firm, Appel says

she tries to “remain flexible I."rlllllgll to grow a bit
when needed” but strives “to stay small enough to
keep the character of [the firm's] work intact.” As
for the future, .’\.i:pr! says she would love to see
MNA+AA'S continued growth through the increas-
ing leadership potential of her younger partners,
Stuart Smith and Stephanie Millet, “Stuart is a
member af a |'_|1:|nk hand in his spare time, and
Stephanic is a phc:tugraphrr,' she says, “and [ lave
the diverse influences these extracurricular inter-

esls lsr:ng.l:n or |1r..:-::|!|¢'-:-." L

SEPT/OCT 2010 | LUXURY HOME QUARTERLY 63



